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The variant western corn rootworm
has been on the scene in Wisconsin

since 2003. The first reports came
from farmers in southern Wisconsin
who began to notice com rootworm
amage in first year cor. This
variant, or rotation-resistant,
population had expanded north
from Hllinois where it was first
observed in the mid 1990's.

What makes the variant different
from ordinary com rootworm are
the crops in w

hich adults lay their

eggs. Ordinary com rootwo
their eggs in com. The next year, if
comn is planted in the same field, the
rootworm eggs are in the right place
for the hatching larvee to feed. By
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putting fields into a corn-soybean
rotation, most com rootworm damage
can be avoided. However, with the
variant com rootworm it's a different
story; the variant lays its eggs in
soybean fields. This means that com
planted after soybeans may suffer
from rootworm feeding if the variant
is present

In order to anticipate if first year com
will be at risk, a trapping protocol was
developed by the University of Illinois.
The time to trap is when the field

is in soybeans. Twelve sticky traps
are placed throughout the soybean
field during the last week in July and
checked weekly throughout the entire
month of August, when western com
rootworms are laying their eggs. At
the end of the month the numb
of adult beetles per trap per day
(B/T/D) is calculated. 1f the figure
is greater than 5 B/I/D, and corn
is intended to be planted the next
1 rootworm control measure
soil insecticide, Bt corn

nded.

year
rootworm corn) is recomm

The University of Wisconsin
Entomology Department, UW.
Exten:
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture
Trade and Consumer Protection
(WDATCP)'s pest survey have been
collaborating using this trappin
protocol to determine the extent
of this variant pest in Wisconsin
every year since 2004. Trapping
has been focused in the southern
part of the state, where the pest
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